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MINUTES OF THE AYUISTTAlVriEISrTO OP SAN FELIPE 
DE AUSTIN, 1828-1832 

II 

EDITED BY EUGENE C. BARKER 

[p. 14] Town of Austin, January 24, 1829. 

The ayuntamiento met in special session, with the president and 
the two regidores present. Mr. League, second regidor, read a 
letter from Citizen Samuel M. Williams in which he accepted, 
under certain conditions which [he stated] in his said letter of 
the 15th instant, the appointment to the office of secretary of 
this ayuntamiento. And in consequence of the difficulty which 
exists of getting persons acquainted with both English and Spanish, 
as well as in view of the burden of the labors of the secretary of 
this ayuntamiento, he has thought well to fix one thousand dollars 
a year for his services, or one hundred dollars a month in case 
he is not able to serve in the office for the year. This salary is 
to be paid the said Williams from the public funds. The said 
letter is placed in the archives for the purpose for which it may 
be needed. 

J, White. 

H. H. League, [Secretary] pro tem. 

fp. 14a] In continuation: Considering the great imiportance 
and necessity of organizing the national militia of this jurisdiction, 
and as many difficulties exist in the "Regulation of the civil 
militia"^^ of this state, by article 13, which requires that the 
battalion of infantry for Texas be raised in Austin, Nacogdoches, 
and adjacent [districts], and as article 14 provides that the force 
shall be increased when the empresarios commence to introduce 
the families of their contract — 

This ayuntamiento encounters much difficulty in organizing 
the militia conformably with the said article 13, and for that 
reason this body considers it necessary to consult the supreme 
government [of the state] on the matter, with the object of seeing 

"Decree No. 58, May 14, 1828, is omitted from the official publication 
of tlie Laws of Coahuila and Texas. There is a copy in the Bexar Ar- 
chives of the University of Texas. 
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if there is a way to organize the militia of Austin as a battalion 
of mounted infantry. For this purpose the secretary will send 
the necessary letter consulting the supreme government on the 
matter. 

In continuation, First Regidor Davis proposed that, while the 
supreme state government is deciding the matter, a provisional 
organization (alistacion) be effected by the election {nornbra- 
miento) of the officers of the companies, so that in the event of 
the country's requiring the services of the militia of the juris- 
diction, it will be to some extent in condition to offer itself. 

Likewise it was agreed that, considering the great necessity 
which exists in the municipality, in common with the rest of the 
nation, for m.edidas arregladas, the secretary be empowered to re- 
quest the necessary instructions on the matter from the political 
chief of the Department. 

Nothing else offering, the regular session was closed until the 

coming month of February. 

J. White. 
Samuel M. Williams, Secretary. 

Town of Austin, February 2, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento met in regular session, with the alcalde and 
the two regidores present and the sindico procurador^ William 
Cooper, absent. It was agreed by the members that, as the alcalde 
was occupied with judicial business, the present session should be 
closed, and that a meeting should be held on the 9th to take up 
the matters presenting themselves for consideration. 

Samuel M. Williams, Secretary. 

[p. 15] Town of Austin, February 9, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento of this jurisdiction met, composed of the 
alcalde and the regidores, the sindico procurador, William Cooper 
being absent. The session was adjourned until tomorrow on ac- 
count of the illness of the secretary, who could not attend the 
session. 

J. White. 
Samuel M. Williams, Secretary. 

Town of Austin, February 10, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento met in conformity with the resolution of yes- 
terday. The second regidor took up the question and proposed 
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that the body proceed to make the estimate of municipal expenses 
as well as to propose to the government the taxes which it thought 
necessary to cover the expenses. In order that these important 
measures might be attended to promptly, the president appointed 
the two regidores, Stephen F. Austin, and Ira Ingram a com- 
mittee to collect data for the formation of a scheme of taxes to be 
proposed to the supreme government of the state. 

In view of the great necessity which exists that the road from 
this town to the mill on Palmito Creek [should be improved?], 
in order that resources of the first necessity, such as com meal, 
may not fail the citizens, [p. 16] the president appointed the two 
regidores and Ira Ingram a committee to carry into effect this 
important object. 

The session closed until tomorrow. 

J. White. 
Samuel M. Williams, Secretary. 

Town of Austin, February 11, 1829. 

The ayuntamiento met in conformity with the resolution of yes- 
terday, with the alcalde and Regidores Davis and League present 
and Sindico Procurador Cooper absent. The president submitted 
the question of the organization of the national militia, and it 
was taken under consideration. And in view of the fact that the 
political chief of the department, in his letter of the 6th of this 
month, orders the ayuntamiento to proceed without delay to the 
organization of the militia and the formation of a battalion of 
infantry in conformity with the provision of law No. 58 of July 
S3, 1828, this ayuntamiento has agreed that for the better form- 
ation of companies and battalion the jurisdiction of Austin shall 
be divided into districts as follows: 

1. The territory comprehended within the following limits shall 
constitute the district for a company which shall be called the 
First Company — that is to say, beginning on the east bank of 
the Brazos River at the lower line of John [p. 16a] Foster's land; 
thenc eastward following the said lie to where the waters of Buffalo 
Bayou are divided from those of the Brazos; and from there 
following this divide northward to the Atascosito road; thence 
eastward following the road to the watershed between the Trinity 
and the San Jacinto, which is the eastern boundary of the juris- 
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diction of Austin; thence northward following the said eastern 
boundary of this jurisdiction to the upper or Bexar road; thence 
following the road westward to the watershed between the Colo- 
rado and the Brazos; thence south along this watershed to the 
head of San Bernard Creek; thence following down the Bernard 
to the lower line of Thomas Slaughter's league, including all 
Slaughter's league; thence to the head of the creek called Llano 
or Big Creek; thence following the creek to the Brazos; and 
thence up the Brazos to the above mentioned line of Foster, the 
point of beginning. 

3. The territory comprehended within the following limits 
shall compose another district for a company which shall be called 
the Second Company — that is to say, beginning on the east bank 
of the Brazos Eiver at the lower line of John Foster's land, and 
from there following down the river to the upper line of Francis 
Biggam's land; thence eastward to Chocolate Creek; thence fol- 
lowing the creek to the bay; thence following the coast to the 
eastern line of the jurisdiction, between the Trinity and the San 
Jacinto; thence northward following the said eastern boundary 
of the jurisdiction to the Ataseosito road; thence following the 
road westward to the watershed between the Brazos and the San 
Jacinto (sic) ; thence southward to the southeast corner of the 
first district; and thence westward to the point of beginning on 
the line of Foster. 

3. The territory comprehended within the following limits shall 
compose another district for a company to be called the Third 
Com,pany. [p. 17] Beginning on the east bank of the Brazos River 
at the upper line of Francis Biggam's land, and from there fol- 
lowing the line of the second district to the mouth of Chocolate 
Creek; thence westward following the coast to one league west 
of the San Bernard ; thence northwest following the southwest 
boundary of the leagues surveyed on the west bank of the San 
Bernard and fronting on the said San Bernard to the upper 
boundary of League No. 20; thence in a northeastward direction 
to Llano Creek or Big Creek; thence following the said creek 
downward to the Brazos; and from there running up the river to 
the said upper boundary of Biggam, the place of beginning. 

4. The territory comprehended within the following limits 
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shall compose another district for a company to be known as the 
Fourth Company : Beginning on the coast at the southwest corner 
of the third district, a league west of the San Bernard, and fol- 
lowing the coast from there westward to the miouth of Lavaca 
Creek; thence up the said creek to the Atascosito road; thence 
eastward along the said road to the San Antonito Creek, or 
"Scull Creek"; thence down this creek to the Colorado Kiver; 
thence eastward to Eagle Lake; thence to the lower line of the 
before mentioned Slaughter's league on the San Bernard; thence 
to the head of Uano or Big Creek; and down said creek to the 
line of the third district, which is followed to the point of be- 
ginning. 

The territory comprehended within the following limits shall 
compose a district for half a company: Beginning at the head 
of Llano Creek [p. 17a] and following thence the north line of the 
fourth district to Lavaca Creek; thence up the said creek to its 
head; thence north to the Bexar road; thence east along the road 
to the watershed between the Brazos and the Colorado; thence 
southward following the western boundary of the first district to 
Big Creek at the point of beginning. 

Then, in conformity with decrees Nos. 58 and 69^^ on the 
organization of the militia, the citizens subject to militia duty 
shall meet in the respective districts the 13th day of next March 
for the election of the officers prescribed by the above mentioned 
law No. 58. These elections shall be presided over by persons 
appointed by this ayuntamiento. And since, by provision of the 
supreme government, the colony of the citizen empresario Green 
DeWitt is provisionally joined to the Jurisdiction, in accordance 
with the official letter of the chief of the department, dated the 
6th of the present month, such part of the company shall be 
formed in that colony as its population shall Justify according to 
the law. This force shall be Joined to the Austin battalion until 
the increase of the population shall require other arrangement, or 
the superior authorities shall otherwise determine. For this reason 
the ayuntamiento will send the appropriate instruction (relc'cion) 
to the empresario for the organization of the militia and the 
election of officers, as provided by law. 

"In Garamel, Laws of Texas, I, 220. 
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Everything passed in today's session being approved, the ayunta- 
miento passed to a consideration of the best method of getting a 
circumstantial notice of the births and deaths in the jurisdiction, 
in order that this ayuntamiento may comply with the requirements 
of law [p. 18] N"o. 37 as to marriages, births, and deaths in this 
municipality — as also the list of births and deaths of children bom 
to slave parents in Coahuila-Texas.^* 

The first regidor proposed that the inhabitants be required by 
public notices to furnish monthly the necessary information on this 
subject, which was approved unanimously; and the ayuntamiento 
decreed that the secretary should as soon as possible circulate the 
proper notices through all parts of the jurisdiction, urging the 
inhabitants as good citizens to carry into effect as far as possible 
this necessary requirement. 

The session closed. J. White. 

Samuel M. Williams, Secretary. 

Town of Austin, February 20, 1829. 

The ayuntamiento of this municipality met in special session to 
receive from the committee appointed for that purpose in the ses- 
sion of the 10th the plan of taxes which it had formed. The 
president and the two regidors were present; the procurador, Wil- 
liam Cooper, not having returned. 

The discussion of the plan was begun. Mr. Ingram read a 
memorial or paper on the subject, and the committee presented 
a plan, which, after amendments (endaciones) and [p. 18a] re- 
visions, the ayuntamiento adopted. It was as follows : 

Plan of taxes which the ayuntamiento of Austin proposes to 
meet {subvenir) the ordinary and special expenses of the said 
jurisdiction for the j'ears 1829 and 1830. 

1. For each of the years 1829 and 1830 the owners of the 
property specified below shall pay as follows : each league and each 
labor of land granted to individuals in the jurisdiction shall pay 
at the rate of $4.50 a league and $1 a labor; 6J cents for each 

"See art. 121 of Decree No. 37, The Quarterly, XXI, 330. Decree No. 
18, Septemiber 15, 1827 (Gammel, Laws of Texas, I, 188) required the 
ayuntamiento to keep a register of the ibirth of children to slave parents 
after the publication of the constitution. This was of course for the pur- 
pose of carrying out the constitutional provision for the liberation of 
such children at the age of fourteen. 
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head of cattle over one year old; 50 cents a head for horses of 
the so-called American breed: 194 cents a head for gentle Mexi- 
can horses; 6^ cents a head for unbroken horses or horses in the 
herd; 25 cents a head for mules; 75 cents a head for burros; 2 
cents a head for hogs : $2 for each negro servant ; $1 for each town 
lot; $2 for each garden lot in the town limits. 

2. An attorney who practices before the alcalde of the juris- 
diction shall pay $25 a year. [p. 19] If he is a. foreigner, not 
legally settled in the county, he shall pay $150.^° 

3. Each person who is a foreigner, not legally setttled as an 
inhabitant of the jurisdiction according to the colonization law, 
who sells merchandise within the jurisdiction shall paj'^ to the 
public funds $160 for each store or separate establishment. He 
shall take out a license, which shall be given by the ayuntamiento, 
to sell merchandise in the said jurisdiction for one year from the 
date of the license, and anyone who sells or tries to sell any mer- 
chandise whatever before having presented himself to the ayunta- 
miento, paid the said $150, and taken out the said license, shall 
incur the penalty of paying three times that amount. The for- 
eigner who delivers his goods to a citizen of the jurisdiction to 
sell for him shall pay 5 per cent on the sales, and the citizen who 
makes the sales shall be responsible for the same, for which rea- 
son he shall make to the ayuntamiento every three month an ac- 
curate and sworn report of the amount of his sales for foreigners, 
and shall pay at the end of each three months the said 5 per cent 
on such sales, under the penalty of incurring a fine of three times 
the amount for which he fails to give account. 

4. Each merchant who is a citizen of the jurisdiction, legally 
established according to the colonization law, shall pay to the 
municipal funds $25 for each store or separate establishment that 
he has, and shall take out [p. 19a] a license, which shall be given 
to him by the ayuntamiento to sell merchandise for a year from 
its date: and one who sells or offers (ententa) to sell within the 
jurisdiction any merchandise not the product of the jurisdiction 

"Cada persona que ejerce el oiicio de agente publico para atender & los 
negocios de particulares ante el alcalde de la jurisdiclon de Austin pagara 
25 ps. Oada ano. Estas personas ejercen los veces de a,bodagos. Si la 
persona llega & ser un estrangero no legitimamente esta;blecido en el 
pais pagara $150 para ejercen los veces de que habla la primera parte 
de esta articulo. 
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before having presented himself to the ayuntamiento and paid the 
said $35 and taken out the said license, shall incur a fine of three 
times that amount. 

5. Each person who is a foreigner, not a citizen, who estab- 
lishes a shop for the retailing of liquor shall pay $150 a year. 
Wherefore he shall take out a license as in the other cases, and 
shall be subject to the same penalties; and if he delivers his liquor 
to a citizen to sell he shall pay 5 per cent, as in the ease of mer- 
chandise, under the same rules before established. 

6. Each citizen legitimately settled who establishes a retail 
liquor shop shall pay the municipal funds $50 a year and take out 
a license for the purpose from the ayuntamiento, under the same 
formalities and [p. 20] subject to the same penalties as in other 
cases. 

7. It is absolutely prohibited for any one who has not taJcen 
out a license for a shop (pulperia) to sell under any pretext any 
sort of liquor or wine in quantity less than a gallon English meas- 
ure, equal to about five quartillas Mexican measure; and it is for- 
bidden that any part of this quantity be drunk in the shop or in 
its doorway. Any one who fails to comply with this article shall 
incur the penalty of paying the price of a license for the shop. 
Anyone who sells dry goods in a shop licensed as a liquor shop 
shall pay in addition the price of a license for merchandising. 

8. Those who wish to establish public inns or taverns shall re- 
ceive a license for the purpose from the ayuntamiento, which diall 
be given gratis under the rules and restrictions considered neces- 
sary to prevent their becoming the receivers of vicious people, or 
selling other liquors than those necessary for the consum^ption of 
the guests. The ayuntamiento shall keep the said taverns under 
its supervision, and may annul the license above mentioned and 
exact the price of a liquor shop license, when in its judgment the 
tavern becomes a liquor store rather than an inn for the accom- 
modation of travelers. 

9. In the foregoing articles are comprehended the sale of mer- 
chandise or liquors on board [p. 20a] any vessel in the bays or 
rivers of the jurisdiction. 

10. The ayuntamiento shall formulate the general regulations 
which may be necessarv for the coUeetion of the said tax, enfore- 
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ing their exact observance by fines; and shall from a list by names 
of the amount that each one should pay according to the basis es- 
tablished. Copies of this list shall be posted in at least six public 
places, besides the capital, so that all may learn the amount that 
must positively be paid before the first day of November of the 
current year, 1829, into the treasury of the municipal funds. For 
the year 1830 half shall be paid the first day of June, and the 
other half the first day of November. At the request of the ayun- 
tamiento the alcalde shall issue to the aJguacil (sheriff) of the 
jurisdiction a writ against the property of any one who fails in 
the said payment, for the purpose of raising the money by public 
sale of the property of the delinquent within the term of twenty 
days. The cost of this execution shall be paid by the said de- 
linquent. 

11. All the funds remaining after [p. 21] appropriating what 
is necessary for the town hall, jail, and ordinary expenses, shall 
be applied toward the building of a school house. 

J. White 
H. H. League 
S. M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

Note. — According to an estimate made by this ayuntamiento 
from the best data that it can obtain, it appears that the above 
plan of taxes will produce between $4,500 and $4,866.50 for each 
year. 

Continuing, the ayuntamiento passed to a discussion of the for- 
mation of two estimates of municipal expenses — the first for or- 
dinary expenses, and the second for extraordinary expenses — with 
the following results: 

Estimate of the Ordinary Expenses of the Municipality of Austin 

for the Year 1829 

Salary of a secretary learned in the Spanish and English 
languages, to discharge the duties of the office and to 
serve as translator for publication of the decrees and 
orders of the government and to inform (poner en 
conocimiento the members of the a3aintamiento of 
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all that the government orders for the due fulfillment 

of the ayuntamiento $1,000.00 

Paper, blank books, inkstands, ink, pens, sand, wafers, 
etc., etc., which for lack of funds are bought in the 
shops very dearly 125.00 

Bent of a house for the ayuntamiento, which serves as 

town hall; wood; candles, etc 160.00 

Tables, benches, table-covers, and two cases for the 
archives 125.00 

Contingent expenses, for sealed paper for the book of 
ordinances, etc., sending letters, presents for Indians, 
etc 47.25 

[p. 81a] Debt contracted by the ayuntamiento of last 
year, as shown by the accompanying account 409.25 



$1,866.50 



Estimate of the Special Expenses of the Ayuntamiento of Austin 
for the Years 1829 and 1830 

For the building of the jail $4,000.00 

For the building of the town-hall 2,000.00 



$6,000.00 

Note. — This estimate for the j'ears 1829 and 1830 was made to 
assist the ayuntamiento in making the necessary contracts with 
contractors, by giving them security for the faithful payment for 
their work on the terms stipulated by both parties, through the 
government's approval of the plan of taxation and the estimate 
proposed by the a3'untamiento, and that there shall be no delay in 
the payments as agreed iipon between the ayuntamiento and the 
contractors. The ayuntamiento wants to pay half this year and 
the other half the coming year, 1830. 

J. White, 

Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 22] Town of Austin, February 24, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento met in special session, with the president and 
two regidores present and witli thhe sindico procurador still ab- 
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sent. The question of the election of a sindico in the precincts 
of Mina and Victoria was taken up, and, finding that there was 
an informality in the election of the officers which took place in 
December, at the time of the regular electiou, their election was 
declared null. Therefore the aynntamiento ordered that an elec- 
tion for sindico in the precinct of Victoria take place on the 15th 
of the coming March, the polls to be open at three places; that 
is, at William Stafford's, at Brazoria, and at Harrisiburg; and that 
another election for sindico be held the same day in the precinct 
of Mina, with the polls in two places, William Kincheloe's house 
and Thomas M. Duke's house. To hold these elections the ayun- 
tamiento appointed the following citizens : At Stafford's, Clement 
C Dyer; at Brazoria, the Comisario Alexander Hodge; at Harris- 
burg, Nicholas Clopper; at Kincheloe's Freeman George; at 
Thomas M. Duke's, the said Duke. And after ordering the [p. 
88a] necessary notices and circulars, the session closed. 

J. White 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 83] Town of Austin, March 8, 1889. 
The ayuntamiento of this municipality met in regular session, 
with the president and two regidores present and the sindico pro- 
curador absent. The session was opened by the reading of the 
proceedings of the special meeting of the month of February just 
closed, and then, Mr. League, the second regidor, taking up for 
discussion the subject of public instruction, offered a document 
containing voluntary subscriptions for tlie citizens of the jurisdic- 
tion of more than eight hundred dollars. This fund the subscrib- 
ers have voluntarily placed at the entire disposition of the ayun- 
tamiento for the erection of a building to be used solely for a 
school. Mr. League therefore moved that a committee be ap- 
pointed to form plans for a school building and submit them to 
the ayuntamiento, with the data which can bo obtained regarding 
the cost of the said building: so that the ayuntamiento may adopt 
whichever of the said plans may, in its opinion, be most suitable 
for the school. Citizens Stephen F. Austin, Ira Ingram, and 
Stephen Eichardson were appointed a committee for this purpose; 
and the ayuntamiento set the term of fourteen days within which 
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the said committee should present the plans and the estimate of 
the cost of the said building. 

The ayuntamiento passed then to the consideration of the sub- 
ject of drunkards and vagrants in the municipality, with the ob- 
ject of eliminating entirely such evils, which corrupt the morals 
of youth and present disgraceful spectacles to society. Knowing 
that there are in the town at present two examples of this sort of 
shameful conduct, namely, William M. Eivers and Charles Smith, 
the ayuntamiento ordered that they be informed by an official 
notice that they are exposed to all the rigor of the law on the 
subject, and that the ayuntamiento will strictly require of them 
proper conduct (conducta arreglada), otherwise it will proceed 
against them. The ayuntamiento knows, moreover, that there are 
others in the municipality who are coming to be in the same class 
as the above two; and to those persons also notice shall be given 
that they must regulate their conduct or expose themselves to 
[p. 23a] the laws on the subject. 

For the fulfillment of articles 109 and 110 of the law No. 37" 
concerning hospitals, apothecaries, and physicians, the ayunta- 
miento ordered that the said articles be translated and posted in 
public places with a notice to those concerned in the municipality 
to present themselves to the ayuntamiento with their diplomas, 
etc., in order that said diplomas may follow the course that the 
law prescribes, that the physicians may practice their profession 
with the necessary license, and that those who do not possess 
diplomas may not deceive the public nor be permitted to practice 
a profession which they have neither knowledge nor other neces- 
sary requisites for practicing. 

The ayuntamiento passed to the consideration of the condition 
of the road from here through the woods on the other side of the 
river, and agreed that all the inhabitants of that side of the river 
within the following district shall work the said road and put it in 
condition for carts and wagons : This district is defined by a line 
which begins on the road, three leagues from the river, and fol- 
lows the course of the river at a distance of three leagues to a 
little creek below the Hensleys; [p. 24] thence down this creek 
to the river; thence up the river to the upper corner of the labors 

^"See The Quabteely, XXI, 300. 
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north of the national road ; thence following the upper line of said 
labors eastward to a point three leagues distant from the river; 
and thence southward, keeping the course of the river to the point 
of beginning. The ayuntamiento appointed Isaac Best to super- 
vise the work of the inhabitants, under the instructions of the 
ayuntamiento. It was also agreed that the Atravesia (Ferry?) 
road, known as the Madelana road, which crosses the river at Jared 
E. Groce's house, shall be worked by the said Groce with his 
negroes, according to the instructions of the ayuntamiento, from 
his place to the intersection of the road that runs from here to 
Gustavus Edwards's. 

There being no further business, the session adjourned, to meet 
tomorrow. 

J. White 

•Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 34a] Town of Austin, March 3, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento of this municipality met in conformity with 
the resolution of yesterday. The session was begun by the read- 
ing of yesterday's proceedings. The election of a comisario and 
a sindico for the settlement of Gonzales on the Guadalupe, joined 
to this jurisdiction by superior order, was then taken up ; and the 
ayuntamiento resolved that the necessary instructions should be 
sent to the empresario to hold the elections without delay and 
send the returns to this ayuntamiento. The ayuntamiento like- 
wise decreed that orders should be sent at the same time for the 
election of officera and the organization of the civic militia of that 

settlement. 

J. White 

Samuel M. Williamsi, 

Secretary. 

[p. 35] Town of Austin, March 18, 1829. 
This day William Cooper presented himself and took the oath 
as sindico ■procurator. 

J. White, 

Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 
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Town of Austin, March 21, 1829. 

This day Freeman George presented himself and took the oath 
as comisario of the precinct of Mina. 

J. White 

Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

Town of Austin, Majch 21, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento of the jurisdiction of Austin met for the elec- 
tion of the officers of the civic militia of this jurisdiction, consti- 
tuting a battalion of four companies. The following citizens 
[p. 25a.] were elected officers of the companies composing the bat- 
talion of Austin. 

For the first company 

Abner Kuykendall, Captain. 

Thomas Alley, Lieutenant. 

Jesse Grimes, Lieutenant. 

Leonard W. Grooe, Sub-lieutenant. 

Eandall Jones, Sub-lievitenant. 

Thomas H. Borden, First Sergeant. 

John York, 

Joshua Parker, 

Francis Holland, I Second Sergeant. 

Brazilla Kuykendall, 

For the second company 
Martin Allen, Captain. 
Miles N. Allen, Lieutenant. 
Robert Vince, Lieutenant. 
John Alleorn, Sub-lieutenant. 
William W. Alsberry, Sub-lieutenant. 
Daniel Shipman, First Sergeant. 
John Shipman, 
Harvey Stafford, 

Wm Bloodgood, \ Second Sergeant. 

Henry White, 
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For the third company 

James B. Bailey, Captain. 

Hinton Curtis, Lieutenant. 

Pleasant D. McNeel, Lieutenant. 

Andrew Eoberts, Sub-lieutenant, [p. 26] 

Samuel Gillet, Sub-lieutenant. 

Abner Harris, First Sergeant. 

Eli Mitchell, 

James Hodge, 

Gains Bailey, 

Garen Hines, 



Second Sergeant. 



For the fourth company 
Bartlett Sims, Captain. 
John Bowman, Lieutenant. 
Elias E. Wightman, Lieutenant. 
John Huff, Sub-lieutenant. 
Prosper Hope, Sub-lieutenant. 
Jefferson George, First Sergeant, 
Thomas Williams, 
Benjamin Eawls, 
Ealph Wright, 
Adolphus Hope, 



Second Sergeant. 



Following the election, the ayuntamiento notified each officer of 
his election and instructed him to be present before the ayunta- 
miento on the 4th of April next for the election of the battalion 
staff. J. White, 

Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 26a] Town of Austin, April 4, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento of the jurisdiction met to hold the election 
for the staff of the Battalion of Austin. The following company 
officers appeared and took the oath as required by article 5 of 
decree No. 69." 

"Gammel, Laws of Tetcas, I, 220: ".4rt. 5. The form of oath . . . 
sihall be reduced to the following: You solemnly swear, in thhe presence 
of God, to use the arms the country places in your hands in defence of 
her independence, of the Constitution of the republic, and that of the 
State. 
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First Company Second Company 

Lieutenant Jesse G-rimes Capn. Martin Allen 

Snb-lieutenant Leon. W. Groce Lieutenant Robt. Vince 

Captn. Abner Kuykendall Lieutenant Miles N. Allen 

Lieutenant Thomas Alley Sub-lieutenant John Allcom 

Third Company Fourth Company 

Capn. J. B. Bailey Captain Bartlett Sims 

Sub-lieutenant John Huff 
Sub-lieutenant Prosper Hope 

These officers proceeded immediately to the nomination of the 
staff of the Battalion of Austin, and the following were elected : 
For the office of colonel Stephen Austin received 11 votes, for 
office of lieutenant colonel [p. 37] Zeno Philips received 11 votes, 
for the office of sub-adjutant, Samuel C. Hirams received 11 votes, 
Francis F. Wells received 11 votes for the office of surgeon, George 
Huff received 11 votes for the office of armorer, and Thomas 
Slaughter 11 votes for the office of drum major. For the office 
of first adjutant Oliver Jones received 10 votes and James Lindsey 
1 vote; for the office of second adjutant James Lindsey received 
10 votes; and in consequence they were declared elected by a ma- 
jority of the votes. 

A memorial of some citizens of the district forming the third 
company was introduced by the sincido procurador, complaining 
against the election which was held in that district for officers, 
alleging that persons voted who had resided in the jurisdiction 
no more than a month before the election. The ayuntamiento 
decided to refer the matter to the political chief of the depart- 
ment for his decision. 

Then all the battalion officers present proceeded to vote for in- 
spector. Juan Martin de Berimendi received — '* votes, and ap- 
propriate notice of his election is to be given to the government. 

J. White 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

"Art. 6. To the oath taken by the soldiers the following words shall 
be added, 'faithfully to obey the officers you have chosen, and to respect 
the lawfully constituted authorities.' " 

"The number is left blank in the original. 
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[p. 27a] Town of Austin, April 6', 1829. 

The ayuntamiento of this jurisdiction met in regular session, 
with the president and two regidores present and the sindico pro- 
curador, Mr. Cooper, absent. The ayuntamiento ordered that the 
seertary should take from this book a list of the persons elected 
as company officers of the civil militia of this municipality, add- 
ing to it those of the non-commissioned officers, and those of De 
Witt's colony, in case they arrive before the departure of the next 
mail, and send the same with a statement of the force and arma- 
ment to the chief of the department, for the appropriate ends. 

Colonel Stephen Austin presented a petition from Mr. Eandall 
Jones giving the reasons which prevent him from discharging the 
duties of sub-lieutenant of the first company of civic militia, and, 
considering them just and right, the ayuntamiento declared him 
excused and ordered that the first sergeant should take his place. 

The ayuntamiento also ordered that the secretary make a state- 
ment of the births, marriages, and deaths during the first quarter 
of this year, for transmission to the political chief, as law No. 37 
requires.^* 

[p. 28] Mr. H. H. League took up the matter of the build- 
ing of a school house, which was considered in the session of 
March . He said that he had understood from the gentlemen of 
the committee appointed to draw plans and secure information for 
the ayuntamiento, that, for various reasons, they had been unable 
to get from the contractors (rnaestros) the data necessary for esti- 
mating the cost; and that the committee asked an extension of 
one month for completing the matter referred to its charge. 

J. White 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 28a] Town of Austin, April 29, 1829. 

The ayuntamiento of Austin met in special session, the presi- 
dent and the two regidores present and the sindico procurador ab- 
sent. Citizen Thomas J. Gazley presented two certificates from 
scientific bodies (corporaciones scientificos) in the States of the 
North, accrediting his knowledge and skill in the practice of 
medicine. The ayuntamiento agreed to grant him a provisional 

"See Art. 121, The Quabteri.t, XXI, 300. 
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license to practice his profession as a physician, pending the reso- 
lution of the supreme government, and for that purpose ordered 
that the said documents be sent to the government for its dis- 
cussion. 

Thereupon the session closed. 

J. White 

Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

Town of Austin, May 4, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento of this jurisdiction met in regular session, 
with all the members present. The subject of the establishment 
of an academy was taken up as provided in the session of April 
6 last. As it was inconvenient for the rest of the members of the 
[p. 29] committee appointed by the session of March 2 to serve, 
the ayuntamiento discharged the said committee and appointed 
Messrs. Stephen Austin, William Morton, Stephen Eichardson, 
Thomas M. Duke and [George?]^" Dennett to form the plans for 
the building of an academy and the estimate of the cost of the 
enterprise, with the method of defraying the same. 

J. White 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 29a] Town of Austin, October 20, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento of this jurisdiction met with the alcalde 
president, the two regidores Thomas Davis and Hosea H. League 
present, and the sindico prociirador absent. 

The president took the floor and proposed for discussion the 
necessity of taking the census of the jurisdiction for the purpose 
of making the statements which must be sent to the government. 
It was agreed by the members that they should proceed immedi- 
ately to take the statistical census of the jurisdiction, and that 
the necessary orders should be sent to the comisarios to do what 
is required of them in their respective precincts. 

J. White, 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

"The name is blank in the original. 
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Town of Austin, October 21, 1839. 

The ayuntamiento met in special session with the president, 
regidores and sindico procurador present. The sincido procurador 
declared that, considering the abandoned condition of the crossing 
of the river at this point, it was necessary for the a)rantamiento to 
take the measures necessary in order to compel the individuals to 
whom the ferry is leased to fulfill their obligations, that the pub- 
lie might not be inconvenienced for want of attention and boats; 
and that if the said individuals did not possess facilities for dis- 
charging their duty, their bondsmen should be proceeded against 
in the manner which the ayuntamiento should deem necessary to 
save its own responsibility, [p. 30] Inasmuch as the present 
condition of the ferry across the river at this place is so aban- 
doned, it was agreed by the ayuntamiento that notice should be 
given to the person who holds the lease of the ferry and to his 
securities, if necessary, that he must immediately put in opera- 
tion a sufficient number of boats to accommodate travelers, ve- 
hicles, etc., that he must put the approaches to the ferry in con- 
dition for travel by filling gullies in the river bank, and that he 
must pay an oppropriate price for the rent of the ferry. It was 
agreed that the alcalde should issue the orders necessary for this 
purpose.^ ^ 

Town of Austin, November 14, 183^9. 

The ayuntamiento of the jurisdiction of Austin met in special 
session, the president, the two regidores, and the sindico procurador 
present. It was suggested by the second regidor that in view of 
the importance of concluding the census of this jurisdiction as 
quickly as possible, it seemed very necessary to set a day for the 
members to make a report on the matter; and it was agreed that 
on the 23d of the present month each one should make his re- 
spective report, from which the general report is to be made up. 

Then Dr. Eobert Peebles presented his diplomas as a physician 
and was granted a provisional license by the ayimtamiento to prac- 

''Por cuanto ft que el estado de la traviesa al paso de este rio ft esta 
villa es tan abandonado se acordo por el ayuntamiento que ae da noticia 
al individuo interesado que la tiene arrendado y ft sus fiadores en caso 
necesario que es menester que immediatamente se poner botes suficiente8 
para pasar los pasageros, y guagines, etc., como de poner los barrancoa 
en un estado transitables, y para pagar lo que debe el individuo para el 
alquiler de la atraviesa. 
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tice his profession in this jurisdiction. The diploma of Francis 
P. Wells was also considered, and he was granted a similar license 
to practice as a physician in this jurisdiction. 

[p. 30a] The ayuntamiento then took under consideration the 
sale of the building and garden lots belonging to the municipality, 
and, in view of the number of citizens desiring lots and the town's 
need of funds, it was agreed -that on December 15 next the cor- 
poration should proceed to sell the lots necessary for the citizens 
who wish them. It was provided that the ayuntamiento should 
publish the rules and regulations which it deems necessary to form. 

In conclusion, the ayuntamiento agreed that since the person 
who owns the ferry boats at this town has not fulfilled his obliga- 
tions, the members shall, on the 22d, inspect the crossing to see 
whether he has discharged his duty concerning the approaclies 
(visitar los barrancas para ver si se ha complido el intersado sris 
deberes) . 

The meeting adjourned till the 23d of the present month. 

Town of Austin, November 22, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento met in accordance with the agreement of the 
14th. The members were not ready with their reports on the cen- 
suSj and a meeting was fixed for the coming Friday. 

J. White, 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 31] Town of Austin, November 27, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento met as provided by the session of the 23d 
(sic), and the members having presented their notes on the cen- 
sus of this municipality, it was shown that the municipality has 
a population of more than 2,800 souls. In consequence of this, 
and in accordance with the provision of article 98 of law No. 37, 
concerning the government of Texas, which declares that towns 
with a population of more than 2,500 shall have one alcalde, four 
regidores, and one sindico procurador composing the ayuntamiento 
for the following year, the ayuntamiento voted that a proclama- 
tion should be issued to the inhabitants of the municipality call- 
ing an election on the second Sunday of the coming month. At 
this election incumbents for the above offices are to be elected, 
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and, in addition, a comarisio and a sindico for the following pre- 
cincts: the San Jacinto and its waters, the upper settlement, the 
lower Brazos, and the west bank of the San Bernard and the 
Colorado : 

The following points were fixed for the election: (1) the town 
of Austin; (2) the house of John P. Coles, where the said Coles 
will preside; (3) Francis Holland's house, where Jesse Grimes 
will preside; (4) Mosea Rouseau's house on the Colorado, where 
the sindico procurador will preside; (5) Lawrence Ramy's house, 
where Freeman George will preside; [p. 31a] (6) the town of 
Brazoria, where Comisario Hodge will preside; (7) William Staf- 
ford's house, where Regidor Davis will preside; (8) Harrisburgh, 
where Regidor League will preside. In addition, it was ordered 
that an election should be held in the settlement of the Empresario 
DeWitt in the town of Gonzales, which should be presided over 
by the comisario of that precinct. 

The precinct of San Jacinto is composed of all the settlements 
on the waters of that river below the Atascosito road. The upper 
precinct is included within the following limits: starting from a 
point on the Madelena [or Madelana or Madelena] road, called in 
English the Coshate road, two leagues from the east bank of the 
Brazos river and following a line which shall strike the Lahabia 
road at the point where the said road crosses the Colorado; thence 
crossing the river and following said road two leagues ; thence up, 
following the said river at the same distance to the Bexar road, 
thence eastward following the said road across the Brazos to the 
watershed betwen the Brazos and the Trinity; thence downward 
along the divide to the Coshate road; and along this road to the 
point of beginning. This precinct has been named the precinct 
of Bastrop. 

The sindico procurador presented the certificate offered by Doc- 
tor James Miller for license to practice his profession as a physi- 
cian in this jurisdiction, and the ayuntamiento, having granted 
the necessary license, ordered that Miller and the other gentlemen 
who have asked for license to [p. 38] practice medicine in this 
municipality shall present themselves to the ajnintamiento and 
secure a written license, as prescribed by article No. 110 of law 
No. 37, which document shall serve them as full authority to 
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practice their profession and collect according to the laws the 
fees for their work. 

Continuing, the ayuntamiento appointed Thomas Borden sur- 
veyor of the municipality and ordered that he furnish the ayun- 
tamiento the appropriate bond for the faithful discharge of his 
duty. 

J. White, 

Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

Town of Austin, December 14, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento met in special session to make regulations 
for the sale of lots which is to take place tomorrow. The ayun- 
tamiento agreed that, according to the decision of the appraisers, 
the price for building lots should be $15, and of the garden lots 
$30. Furthermore, the ajamtamiento agreed that the term of six 
months shall be given to each purchaser for making payment; 
also that each one who buys a building lot must, within one year 
from tomorrow, put a house or good cabin (jacal) on it. This 
shall serve for one, two, or three lots. Any one who buys six 
lots must build two houses or cabins on two distinct lots. The 
garden lots must be enclosed within one year. 

J. White, 

Samuel M. Williajns, 

Secretary. 

[p. 32a] Town of Austin, December 10, 1829. 

List of the individuals who received votes for alcalde in the 
municipal elections held on the 13th and 14th of the present 
month in conformity with article 164 of the constitution and 
articles 97 and 100 of law No. 37. 
Thomas Bamett received 270 votes 
Stephen Eichardson received 83 votes 

J. White 
Alexr. Hodge 
Martin Allen 
Saml. C. Hirams 
William Dobie Dunlap 
R. M. Cartwright 
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[p. 33a] Town of Austin, December 20, 1839. 
List of the individuals who received votes for the office of 
regidor in the municipal elections held the 13th and 14th of the 
present month, in conformity with article 164 of the constitution 
and articles 197 and 100 of law No. 37 for the year 1830. 
Jesse H. Cartwright received 170 votes 
Walter C. White received 144 votes 
A. H. Philips received 118 votes 
Wm. Robinson received 102 votes 
Churchil Fulchear received 91 votes 
A. C. Buckner received 65 votes 
Pleasant D. McNeil received 64 votes 
Martin Allen received 63 votes 
Wm. Eabb received 35 votes 
J. Philipoe received 15 votes 
E. Jones received 13 votes 
Wm. Pettus received 11 votes 
Z. Philips received 2 votes 

J. White 
Alexr. Hodge 
Martin Allen 
Saml. C. Hirams 
William Dobie Dunlap 
R. M. Cartwright 

[p. 34] Town of Austin, December 20, 1829. 

List of the individuals who received votes for the office of sin- 
dico procurador in the municipal elections held on the 13th and 
14th of the present month in conformity with article 164 of the 
constitution and articles 97 and 100 of law No. 37, for the year 
1830. 

Walter C White received 103 votes 
Wm Pettus received 42 votes 
James Knight received 35 votes 
Wm Eabb received 18 votes 
J. H. Catrwright received 17 votes 
Jesse Grimes received 6 votes 
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F. Slack received 3 votes 

Isaac Pennington received 1 vote 

J. White 
Alexr. Hodge 
Saml. C. Hirams, 
William Dobie Dunlap 
E. M. Cartwright 

[p. 34a] Town of Austin, December 21, 1829. 

The ayuntamiento met in special session to maJce regulations 
and verify the sales, on the 15th of this month, of certain build- 
ing lots and garden lots belonging to the town. The ayuntamiento 
voted that all the purchasers should be registered, with the num- 
ters of the lots that each bought, which shall serve for all time 
as a record to show the interested persons, in case of necessity, 
the lots they bought. Likewise the ayuntamiento ordered that 
titles of possession be issued to such purchaser as soon as he pays 
the price for which the lots were sold. And since at the time of 
the sale the price fixed for the lots by appraisers was published, 
along with the rules of the ayiintamiento, adopted in session of 
the 14th, no one will ever have just cause to complain. 

The names of the purchasers [p. 35] are as follows: 

George B. McKinstrey bought lots 19 and 48, the first at 
$92 and the other at $25, and one garden lot No. 38 at 
$30, which makes the sum of $147 

George [Godwin] B. Gotten bought lots 49 and 50, the first 
at $25 and the other at $20, which makes the sum of $ 45 

George Dennett bought building lots 128 and 129, each at 
the price of $25, which makes the sum of $ 50 

Stephen Richardson bought No. 565 at $ 93 

Joseph White bought Nos. 566, 133, 134, 135, the first at 
$40, the second, third, and fourth at $15 each, which makes 
the sum of $85 

C. Bury bought Nos. 79 and 80, the first at $15 and the 
second at $22 37 

Carried forward $503 
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[p. 35a] Brought forward $502 

Isaac Pennington bought Nos. 579, 125, and 126, the first at 

$30 and the two others at $15 each, which is $ 60 

Robert Peebles bought Nos. 139, 140, 141, 184, 185, and 186, 

each one at $15; and garden lots Nos. 43 and 46, the first 

at $34 and the second at $41, which is $165 

William B. Whitesides bought No. 22 at $41, which is $ 41 

Sam Harding bought Nos. 70 and 71, at 15 each, which is. .$ 30 

Thomas H. Borden bought garden lot No. 18 at $ 30 

John Pettus bought garden lot No. 45, at $ 30 

Samuel M. AVilliams bought for James Hope garden lots Nos. 

41 and 42, the first at $50 and the second at $45, which is.$ 95 



$953 



The sum total of the sale was nine hundred and fifty-three 

dollars. 

fp. 36] Town of Austin, December 28, 1829. 

The ayuntamiento met in special session. The secretary pre- 
sented a decree of the commissioner general asking whether Jos6 
Sandoval, to whom a league of land was granted August 31, 1825, 
has made to this ayuntamiento the first payment, as provided by 
article 22 of the state colonization law of March 24, 1825. This 
ayuntamiento has to say that the said Jose Sandoval, neither in 
person nor by attorney or agent, has ever paid this ayuntamiento 
any sum of money whatever in recognition as provided by article 
22 of the colonization law ; that the term of payment expired 
August 31 last; that the ayuntamiento does not know where the 
said Jose Sandoval may be found; that he has neither settled nor 
cultivated the said land. This is what the ayuntamiento has to 
say on the subject. 

J. White 

Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 36a] Town of Austin, December 30, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento met in special session to wind up the unfin- 
ished business of this year. It was ordered that all unpaid ac- 
counts against the ayuntamiento shall be presented tomorrow for 
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examination and approval or disapproval according to the circum- 
stances of the case. The secretary shall prepare in this book of 
proceedings a general statement of all bills, including the account 
which he holds against the aynntamiento for his salary. 

The documents which the law requires the ayuntamiento to 
send to the chief of the department shall be arranged and sent to 
the chief for their respective purposes by the next mail. 
The session adjourned until tomorrow. 

J. White 

Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 37] Town of Austin, December 31, 1829. 

The ayuntamiento met in special session, as provided in yester- 
day^s session. The ayuntamiento entered into an examination of 
the statement prepared by the secretary; Samuel M. Williams, for 
his salary as well as for the year 1829. The ayuntamiento de- 
clared its entire agreement with it, and approved it in all its 
parts. The total amounted to $849, and as the said secretary 
wished to deduct from his account $95 to be credited on two 
garden lots N"os. 41 and 42 which he bought at public sale, the 
ayuntamiento permitted this, and considers that acceunt paid in 
full. The appropriate title of possession is to be issued to James 
Hope, for whom the lots were bought — their value being satisfied 
by the discount made by the secretary. 

H. H. League, regidor, presented an account against the ayun- 
tamiento for the rent of a house for the term of five months 
[p. 37a] at the rate of eight dollars a month, which amounts to 
$40; and for thirty-one loads of wood at 75 cents a load, which 
is $23.25 — a total of $63,25, which was approved by the ayun- 
tamiento. 

Mr. White, the president, presented an account against the 
ayuntamiento for seven months' rent of a house, at the rate of 
$8 a month, which makes $56 ; another bill for $3 for mail to 
IvTacogdoches ; and $11.25 for paper and ink — making the sum of 
seventy dollars [sic], which was approved by the ayuntamiento. 

J. White 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 
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[p. 38] Statement of Samuel M. Williams against the ayun- 
tamiento of Austin for his salary as secretary for the year 1829 : 

Dr. First, eight hundred dollars due me by the ayunta- 
miento of this jurisdiction for my services as sec- 
retary for the year 1829, which is $800 

Dr. Rve per cent of the sum of $953 which was yielded 
by the public sale of lots conducted by me on 
December 15 49.62^ 

$849.63* 

Or. Credit is given for $95, the price of two garden lots, 
Nos. 41 and 42, one for $50 and the other for 
$45, which is 95. — 

Balance due me $754.50 

Approved by the ayuntamiento December 31, 1829. 

J. White 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 38a] Account rendered against the ayuntamiento by H. 
H. League: 

Dr. $40 for five months' house rent at $8 a month $40. 

Dr. Thirty-one loads of wood at 75 cents a load 23.35 

$63.35 

Or. Three dollars and seven realea, received in reales .... $ 3.87^ 
Sixty dollars which he owes for building lots and one 
gard enlot — the building lots at $10 each and the 
garden lot at $30 $60 



63.87^ 
There remains due to the public funds $ .62^ 

Approved by the ayuntamiento December 31, 1829. 

J. White 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 
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[p. 39] Account rendered against the ayuntamiento by Joseph 
White: 

Dr. $56 for rent of a house for seven months, at $8 a 

month $56.00 

Dr. $11.25 for paper and ink 11.25 

Dr. $3 paid for courier to Nacogdoches 3.00 

$70.25 
Cr. $46.12^ which he has received in cash 46. 12^ 



$24,124 

Eemaining due in my favor the sum of twenty-four dollars 
twelve and a half cents. 

Approved by the ayuntamiento, December 31, 1829. 

J. White 
Samued M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 39a] Continuing: two drafts were presented to the ayun- 
tamiento, drawn against the municipal funds by the secretary to 
the account of his salary — one for $160 in favor of Thomas J. 
McKinney and the other for $150 in favor of Joseph White, the 
two making a total of $310, which, deducted from $754.62^ due 
the said secretary, leaves in his favor $444.624 — ^^^ ^^- Thomas 
F. McKinney has in his favor $160 and Mr. Joseph White has 
in his favor $150. 

[p. 40] Continuing; Mr. Joseph White proposed to take in 
part payment of the above $150 due him an account of $121.50 
which the ayuntamiento holds against Horatio Chriesman. This 
was agreed to by the ayuntamiento; so that Chriesman's debt to 
the ayuntamiento is satisfied and paid in full, and he owes noth- 
ing, except to Mr. White who paid it for him. December 31, 1829. 

J. White 
Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 

[40a] In the same town, and on the same day, month, and 
year, a petition was presented by Hosea H. League, praying that 
this ayuntamiento, in consideration of his poor health should re- 
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quest the chief of this department to excuse the said League from 
the discharge of his office as regidor; also that it should solicit 
from the said chief the assistance necessary to secure this favor 
in behalf of the said regidor League from the supreme government 
af the state — all of which was adopted and ordered by this ayun- 
tamiento, and the secretary was authorized to draw up a memorial 
on the subject to be sent to the said chief. 

Samuel M. Williams, 

Secretary. 



